KAHSA

creating the future of aging services

To: Connie Hubbell, Chair and Members

Kansas Health Policy Authority Board
From:Debra H. Zehr, President
Date:November 13, 2007

Testinony in Qpposition to the Tax on Nursing Hones and Their

Resi dent s

Thank you, Madam Chair and Members of the Board. |
Zehr, President of the Kansas Association of Homes

for the Aging. Our members include 160 not-for-pro
homes, retirement communities, assisted living and
providers and community-based service providers tha
20,000 older Kansans and their families around the

We oppose the proposed tax on nursing homes and the

This idea of taxing nursing homes and their residen
federal Medicaid dollars has been thoroughly discus
and analyzed by both chambers of the Kansas Legisla
agencies, and Republican and Democrat Administratio
past several years. It was first surfaced by the fo
nursing home association, with the largest for-prof
state nursing home chain in the lead, in 2000. In
Department on Aging had meetings that included the
the Governor's office and CMS in which this concept
thoroughly explored. In 2002 the Legislative Budge
held hearings and discussion. In 2003 the House Ap
Committee held extensive hearings on a new bill int
for-profit nursing home association with the state’

of-state, for-profit nursing home chain again in th

2004 there was an attempt to link a nursing home re
provision the hospital tax bill that was under cons
ultimately passed by the Legislature. In 2006 ther
extensive hearings in the House Appropriations Comm
another bill. The Department on Aging had another m
During the 2007 Legislative Session, bills were int
hearings held in both the House Appropriations and
and Means Committees, again with the state’s larges
for-profit nursing home chain in the lead.

At no time in all of these years was a bill passed

of any committee. A nursing home tax was never incl
Governor’'s budget recommendations. It was never rec
state agency. And it was not included in the long

that the 2007 Legislature asked this Board to consi

If the Health Policy Authority decides to take up t
serious consideration, we would ask for the opportu
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in national experts who can provide additional info rmation and
perspective.

Thank you very much. | am happy to answer question S.



